Level Three English 101: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]How do I move from simply description and analysis into responding critically?
In level two English, the key skill was analysis, which is really ‘unpacking’ aspects of a text in detail. At level three, you are required to respond critically to what you read and view. What does this mean? Responding critically involves deeper engagement with the text, as well as a more authoritative and knowledgeable understanding about its success. 

Responding critically
Analysis + Evaluation
[unpacking aspects in detail] 	 	  [making a judgment about the text’s success]

	What?
	How?
	Why?
	How well?



1. You need to think about the purpose of the text or the intention of the director or author or text.
Use details from any promotional material for the text, such as director’s notes or interviews with the creator. 
Explore what the specific message about that connection is in the text you are discussing.
Demonstrate your understanding of the genre or the group of texts that text comes from

1. Evaluate or make a judgment about the extent to which the aspect is apparent or important to the text. 
Ask yourself: How important is this shot / scene / character / dialogue / section / costume to the text as a whole? How does it connect to or contrast with other parts of the text? How is its use similar or different to other texts? Why?

1. Meaningfully connect the text to a wider context. 
Explore: What about us as humans do these texts reflect? How do they reflect our changing culture? Avoid simplistic statements such as ‘It made me think about the Jews in World War II’ and be precise, as well as specific. Incorporate wider reading, preferably non-fiction.
